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The Laird of Macleod.
[Sept. 11.
That Hooke got a large sum of money for writing her Apology1. That he wondered Hooke should have been weak enough to insert so profligate a maxim, as that to tell another's secret to one's friend is no breach of confidence'; though perhaps Hooke, who was a virtuous man0, as his History shews, and did not wish her well, though he wrote her Apology, might see its ill tendency, and yet insert it at her desire. He was acting only ministerially.' I apprehended, however, that Hooke was bound to give his best advice. I speak as a lawyer. Though I have had clients whose causes I could not, as a private man, approve; yet, if I undertook them, I would not do any thing that might be prejudicial to them, even at their desire, without warning them of their danger.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11.
It was a storm of wind and rain ; so we could not set out. I wrote some of this Journal, and talked awhile with Dr. Johnson in his room, and passed the day, I cannot well say how, but very pleasantly. I was here amused to find Mr.' Cumberland's comedy of the Fashionable Lover", in which he has very well drawn a Highland character, Colin M'Cleod, of the same name with the family under whose roof we now were. Dr. Johnson was much pleased with the Laird of Macleod, who is indeed a most promising youth, and with a noble spirit struggles with difficulties, and endeavours to preserve his people. Pie has been left with an incumbrance of forty thousand pounds debt, and annuities to the amount
1 According to Dr. Warton (Essay on Pope, \\. 140) he received .£5000. 1 Old Marlborough,' wrote Horace Walpole in March, 1742 (Letters, i. 139), 'has at last published her Memoirs; they are digested by one Hooke, who wrote a Roman history; but from her materials, which are so womanish that I am sure the man might sooner have made a gown and petticoat with them.'
*  See ante, i. 177.
3 'Hooke,' says Dr. Warton (Essay an. Pope, ii. 141), 'was a Mystic and a Quietist, and a warm disciple of Fenelon. It was he who brought a Catholic priest to take Pope's confession on his death-bed.'
*  See Cumberland's Memoirs, i. 344.
of
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V; Lhe theatre. Garrick professed to wonder by what artifice he could be introduced ; but Mallet let him know, that by a dexterous anticipation he should fix him in a conspicuous place. "Mr. Mallet," says Garrick in his gratitude of exultation, " have you left off to write for the stage ?" Mallet then confessed that he had a drama in his hands. Garrick promised to act it; and Alfred was produced.' Ib. p. 465. Sec ante, iii. 439.
